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on March 9, 1588, It was a mild enough document
such as any man in Howard's position would write,
expressing temperately the anxiety of those who knew
of the vast mobilisation proceeding while Elizabeth's
commissioners ran up expense accounts and the Hol-
landers did the same. We have a picture of the times
in a letter from Antwerp to the House of Fugger at
Augsburg.
I wrote from Middelburg [he says] informing
you  that  the   Hollanders  and  Zealanders  were
sending some of their emissaries to join the com-
missioners of the Queen of England at Ostend,
There are eight of them  .   .   .  great gladness
and rejoicing at the Hague in Holland among the
nobility and notables because the English Gover-
nor at Bergen-op-Zoom in the name of the Queen
of England has settled all questions touching Hol-
land in peace and amity.   Count Maurice of Nas-
sau gave a banquet and the Lord above mentioned
gave a brilliant feast at which joy and high spirits
were supreme.    Court von Holloch  [Philip von
Hohenlohe, son-in-law of William of Orange] at
this banquet tried for a jest to bend his rapier in
a hoop right around his body, but it broke and
wounded his arm in two places.   .   .   .   On the
21st inst. the English commissioners [Lord Derby,
Sir James Crofts, Lord Cobham, and Sir Amyas
Paulet] and the Prince of Parma welcomed each
other with much pomp, embraced and exchanged
compliments in the open field and beneath the
blue   sky   at   Odenberg   between   Ostend   and
Bruges.  .   .   .
So says the busy gossip in Antwerp.    Parma, how*
ever, writes to King Rhilip on the I3th of May that he